THE FAULT IN OUR STARS

CHAPTER QUESTIONS

Ch. 1

1. What is Hazel’s diagnosis?  

2. What is the only redeeming part of support group for Hazel?

3. Why does Hazel continue to go to support group?

4. What does it mean to Hazel when people take the elevator at support group?  

5. Hazel describes her appearance on pg. 9. Do you think her description is accurate?  Explain.

6. What does Hazel mean when she says people ignore “the inevitability of human oblivion”? Do you agree with her?

Ch. 2

1. What are “cancer perks”?  

2. How does Hazel try to determine Augustus’ “approximate survival expectations”?  

3. Why doesn’t Hazel eat meat?

4. Describe Augustus in a single sentence that conveys the most important aspects of his

character as you know it so far (say who Augustus is as efficiently as you can).

Ch. 3 - No questions

Ch. 4

1. What are indeterminate endings? Why might an author choose to use an indeterminate ending? What are the advantages and disadvantages?

2. What does Hazel like about An Imperial Affliction?  

3. What are the pros and cons of texting compared to calling someone?

4. Why do you think Hazel’s mom is always near?

5. Do you blame Monica for breaking her “promise” to Isaac?

Ch. 5

1. Van Houten doesn’t think there is a “point to it all.” What do you think? Is there a point to life? Does it mean anything?  Explain.

2. What Spectacularly amazing thing does Augustus do for Hazel? What does this tell us about Augustus?  

Ch. 6

1. What is Hazel’s “postmonition”? 

2. Is Hazel right to try to protect people from the pain of losing her? Explain.

Ch. 7

1. What causes Hazel’s massive headache?  

2. What does Van Houten mean when he refers to Hazel and Augustus’ circumstances as “crossed stars”?  

Ch. 8

1. How is Hazel the “Alpha and Omega” of her parents’ suffering?  What does this mean?  

Ch. 10

1. What do you think Gus and his parents were arguing about?

2. Why was Gus gone so long at the airport?  

3. What is the ratio of people alive now to all the people who have died on earth?  

4. What does Gus reveal to Hazel in this chapter?  

Ch. 11

1. What does Hazel mean when she says her final chapter is already written?  

Ch. 12

1. How are Gus and Hazel received by Van Houten?  

2. Describe Van Houten.

3. What can you learn about someone based on the way they treat waiters and assistants?Why is this a good indicator of character?

4. Is it childish to imagine fictional characters as having lives that extend beyond the

boundaries of a book? Do you ever do this? Explain.

5. What does the following quote, found in Anne Frank’s quote book, mean: “For who so 

firm that cannot be seduced”?

Ch. 13

1. What is Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs?  

2. What secret has Augustus been keeping from Hazel?  

Ch. 14

1. At the beginning of this chapter, Gus explains that his former science teacher “specialized

in the murder of dreams.” He then lists several examples of dream killing.  Explain this idea.

2. How does Gus make Isaac feel better?

Ch. 17

1. How is Augustus special? Is everyone special? Explain.

Ch. 18

1. Why does Gus sneak out to buy cigarettes? Why not just ask Hazel or someone else to

get them?  

Ch. 19

1. Why do you think people often talk to and treat sick people like children?

Ch. 20

1. What would you like your funeral to be like? Describe it and explain your choices.

2. How did Gus give Hazel a “forever”?  

Ch. 21

1. Write a comment for Augustus that he might have appreciated (unlike the majority of the

comments left on his memorial page).

2. Is Hazel’s contempt for the many mourners and their comments justified? Explain.

Ch. 22

1. How is talking to Gus’ parents like “stabbing and being stabbed” for Hazel?  

2. How is the line “Nothing gold can stay” appropriate for this chapter?  

Ch. 23

1. What insight does Hazel gain about Van Houten and his book in this chapter?  

Ch. 24

1. Why doesn’t Hazel give up on living? Explain her reasons in your own words.  

2. What does Hazel fear will happen to her parents when she dies?  

Ch. 25

1. Why is the idea of leaving a legacy important to Gus?

2. What do you want your legacy to be when you are gone? Is this important to you?

Explain.

