Text: The Great Gatsby Chapter 1

Text question:
According to chapter one, are these people truly “friends”?

Cluster Questions:

1.  When Nick says, “I drove over to East Egg to see two old friends whom I scarcely knew at all” (p. 11), is he saying that he went to see two people that he calls friends but who he doesn’t really know?  If so, is he sincere when he calls these people friends?  And if so, does he have any real friends at all if he considers these two people “old friends”?  And then, what does that mean about true friendship?  What is true friendship based on?
2.  When Nick says that Daisy and Jordan made “only a polite pleasant effort to entertain and be entertained” (p. 17), is he saying that they were only pretending to be interested or interesting out of politeness?  And if so, why are they only pretending?  And if Nick knows that they are pretending, why does he not call them out on it?  Are Nick and Tom also pretending?

3.  When Nick says “Miss Baker and I exchanged a short glance consciously devoid of meaning” (p. 19), is he saying that Miss Baker and he purposely looked at each other without connecting to one another?  If so, why might they not exchange a meaningful glance?  Do they not want to connect to each other?  Are they afraid of seeing something in the other person?  Is it easier to not connect or have meaning in a relationship?

4.  When Nick says “I was conscious of wanting to look squarely at everyone and yet to avoid all eyes” (p. 20), is he saying that he looked at everyone’s face but refused to look into their eyes?  If so, why would he purposely avoid everyone’s eyes?  What might he see there or what might that mean if he looks them in their eyes?  Does he not want to, or can he not, look in their eyes?  What does looking into someone else’s eyes mean?

5.  When Daisy says “We don’t know each other very well, Nick” (p. 20), is she saying that she and Nick don’t understand each other?  If so, is she suggesting that they should get to know each other?  What does knowing someone mean?  How do you gauge that?

6. When Nick says “their interest rather touched me and made them less remotely rich – nevertheless, I was confused and a little disgusted as I drove away” (p. 24), is he saying that Daisy and Tom’s interest in his life affected him, but that it also disgusted him?  If so, is that disgust a result of their true interest or their false interest in Nick?  Does this possible false interest in Nick suggest that they could really care less about him?  Is it necessary for them to pretend that they are interested in Nick?  Are they interested in anyone else except for themselves?  Do they even have genuine interest in their own baby?
