Research Analysis Paper 

based on themes from






   A Raisin in the Sun

Assignment: Choose a theme from Loraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun  to research both historically and culturally.   Write an analytical essay examining how that theme is developed through the experiences of one of the primary characters in A Raisin in the Sun. Use specific and relevant evidence from both the text and the historical context to support your interpretation. In a 2-4 page essay, discuss the impact of the theme for the character as well as for society as a whole.  

Final paper is due on Thursday, March 19th.  Papers should be in APA format with proper References and in-text citations.  Use at least 3 reliable sources for research. (A Raisin in the Sun will be an additional source).

Possible topics:

Dreams/The American Dream -What is the American Dream? Do different people have different dreams?

money - What role does money have in the acquisition of the American dream?
race  - How do race, gender, and class affect dreams?
social justice - Do all Americans have access to the same dream?
cultural identity in America. - Should dreams be tied more to what we are or what we want?
Civil rights - Does everyone have an equal right to the dream?
 Other questions to consider - 
• What limits dreams? Are the limits more external or internal?
• Is money really the “root of all evil?” If you agree, explain why. If you disagree, explain how the expression became so well known.

• Another saying claims that “every man has his price,” which is no more or less true for women.     Do  you agree? What does it mean?

• Given the historical/social context, is the aspiration or ambition (of the character) realistic?

• What or who might be some obstacles for this character? 

• What might be some strengths that this character has that would help him/her overcome any obstacles?

For other sources of information – synthesize the impact of well-known events that shaped American history, specifically: 

Court Cases -
 
Brown vs. the Board of Education?

Plessey vs. Ferguson
Civil Rights Acts


Montgomery Bus Boycott

Jim Crow Laws (stands against them)

Civil Rights Leaders


Martin Luther King, Jr.


Jackie Robinson


Rosa Parks

Writing a good thesis lesson

Objectives: Students will understand the elements of a good thesis. They will be able to generate thesis ideas that connect specific characters with key ideas or motifs. Students will practice recognizing and developing focused clear thesis statements with the understanding that these are the foundation to a strong essay. 

A good thesis statement is essential for writing a good essay because: 


• It provides a simple and concise embedded question or clear idea in one sentence that 



will then be answered or addressed concisely with proof throughout the essay. 


• It is arguable


• It forces the writer to think before writing the essay exactly what the essay will include 



and seek to prove. 


• It allows the writing of topic sentences that fully respond to and explain the thesis. 

A good thesis statement is a simple, yet meaningful, statement about the connection between a major character and one aspect of the America Experience as evidenced by the play. 
You must be able to have a good answer to the question about the thesis, "So What?" 

Thesis statement examples:

• Bad: In Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, Beneatha wants to be a 

doctor, but her brother wants her to be a nurse. (This is a fact easily found in the play 

and doesn’t clearly connect Beneatha with any of the big ideas) 

• Good: In Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, Beneatha is the perfect example 

of a character who struggles against racism and sexism as she attempts to fulfill her 

ambitions. (This is a well-written thesis statement because it connects Beneatha with idea of 

race and social justice, one of the parts of the American Experience.) 

• Bad: In Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, Walter is obsessed with money. 

(This is broad, general, and overly obvious; it does not lead to a bigger idea or an answer of 

the “so what” question. 

• Good: In Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, Walter’s obsession with money 

often causes him to act unkindly to those he loves. (This gives you a chance to show 

numerous relationships while addressing the impact of money on morality, one of the 

aspects of the American Experience.)

Getting started: Writing the Introduction
Objective: 

Using the essential questions of the unit (What are the roles/effects of barriers in our lives and

in society? How do barriers change or remain the same over time? How do people change as a 

result of confronting barriers?), construct a working thesis around one of the types of barriers.

The purpose of writing a good introduction to your essay is to grab your reader's attention and to begin to  layout what you have to say about an aspect of the American Experience as it is developed through your  character in an organized, succinct—and above all, engaging—manner. 

How will you introduce your character and his/her aspirations and ambitions to your reader? 

How will you introduce the role or theme of the American Experience and its relationship to your character? 

How will you maximize the chances of your reader's acceptance of your analysis of your character with your introduction?

