Name ___________________________________________

Persuasive Research Essay Preliminary Check Sheet

1 = Does not meet this standard

2 = Made some effort at meeting this standard

3 = Clearly meets this standard

The introduction grabs the audience’s attention.




1
2
3

The introduction provides a main idea (thesis) statement that covers

ALL the report’s important ideas.






1
2
3

Each paragraph addresses a different main point.



1
2
3

The writer gives at least two reasons to support his or her opinion.

1
2
3

The writer effectively addresses counterarguments.



1
2
3

The writer includes relevant details (facts, anecdotes, and prof. opinions) 

to support each paragraph’s main point.





1
2
3

The conclusion restates the report’s main idea, and refers back to the 

introduction or draws a thoughtful conclusion.




1
2
3

The report’s (4 LA9, 5 LA10) source(s) are reliable.  



1
2
3

The writer uses independent and subordinate clauses correctly.

1
2
3

The writer varies sentence structure and uses each effectively: 

simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences.

1
2
3

The writing is relatively free of problems in grammar and usage.

1
2
3

The essay is relatively free of problems in spelling and mechanics.

1
2
3

The writer has incorporated 20 facts in the paper.



1
2
3

The writer has correctly cited their borrowed information (in text citations).
1
2
3

The writer has correctly formatted all sources in the Resources list. (APA)
1
2
3

