Scene/Story Summaries

Your task is to read the selection and retell the basic idea and line of plot to the rest of the class.  You will begin with the main idea of the selection.  You will then support this main idea with pertinent and relative details and examples.   Finally, you will synthesize this information by sharing the implied meaning of the passage.   You will also discuss the characters and the impact of this section to the BIG idea of the rest of the story.

1. Read the passage through at least twice.    
1. Jot down the main idea of the passage and discuss your response with those in your group.
Main idea of passage: _____________________________________________



3. Synthesize the main idea with group members and finalize a concise, abbreviated main idea.
Main idea (group): _______________________________________________




4. Support the main idea with 2-4 examples and details from the passage.
Supporting examples:   (1)__________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
1. __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
5. Discuss the implied meaning with your group, record a 2-3 sentence statement summarizing the implied meaning.
Meaning (group): ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

6. Review your work, making sure that the entire meaning of the passage is adequately covered in your synopsis.  

7. Sometimes, authors use characters or literary devices to add humor or interest to the story.  Check your passage and make a note of the author’s use of figurative language, characterization, or other literary devices.   Identify and explain these elements to your audience. 
Important characters in this section: _______________________________

_________________________________________________________
Why characters are significant:  ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Figurative language/literary devices/ humor :  ___________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

8. Finally, think about the significance of this selection to the rest of the story/play/text.  Write a brief account of why the author included this piece in his/her writing.  

Significance:  __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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